AREA-BASED MANAGEMENT TOOLS
(ABMTS) BRIEFING #1
Process for the establishment of MPAs under
the BBNJ treaty
ABMTs include Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), and it is critical that the
new Treaty sets up a global process for the establishment and effective
management of a network of representative and well-connected MPAs in
the high seas, including highly and fully protected areas where no harmful
industrial activities are allowed.

A healthy and productive ocean is crucial for our planet’s survival and scientists
are telling us that to support people, fight climate breakdown and save wildlife we
need a network of fully and highly protected areas covering at least 30% of the
ocean by 2030, which can only be accomplished by including areas beyond national
jurisdiction. Currently, no legal mechanism exists to establish comprehensively
protected marine protected areas (MPAs) beyond national boundaries.
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Process for the establishment of high seas MPAs
The process for establishing high seas MPAs under the new Treaty should include the
following steps:
1. Proposal submitted by States Parties individually or collectively: States
Parties submit an MPA proposal which includes, among other things,
conservation objectives, a draft management plan and proposed associated
measures to achieve these objectives.
2. Inclusive, transparent and timebound consultation:
• T
 he proposal is circulated by the Secretariat to all stakeholders and the
scientific and technical body (STB) for timely inputs.
• IFBs (legal instruments and frameworks and global, regional, subregional
or sectoral bodies) will provide inputs on the best measures under their
competence to meet the objectives of the MPA; and
• T
 he proponents may revise the proposal based on the inputs received and
send it to the STB for assessment.
3. Scientific review: Based on the outcome of the stakeholder consultation, the
STB reviews the proposal and sends its recommendations to the Conference of
the Parties (CoP).
4. Pending the establishment of the MPA and associated management plan and
measures, State Parties may adopt interim measures to ensure that the objective
of the area is not undercut by conflicting activities.
5. The CoP establishes the MPA and adopts the Management Plan including
specific measures, based on (non-mandatory) inputs received by IFBs.
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6. States Parties implement the measures identified in the management plan
directly for their vessels, nationals and activities under their jurisdiction or control.
7. At the same time, State Parties pursue the adoption of measures within IFBs
to which they are members that would support and complement the measures
adopted via the BBNJ Agreement.
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8. State Parties, individually or collectively, can always adopt more stringent
measures for their vessels, nationals and activities under their jurisdiction
and control.
9. Third Parties, especially those operating in the MPA, must act in a way that does
not undercut the objectives of the MPA.
10. States Parties will regularly monitor the MPA according to the monitoring and
research plan.
11. Parties must regularly report to the CoP on progress made to achieve the
objectives of the MPA. IFBs are strongly recommended to do the same.

High Seas
Alliance –
who we are

12. The STB reviews the MPA at regular intervals to ensure that the management plan
and its measures are fit for purpose.

The High Seas
Alliance (HSA) is a
partnership of 40+
organizations from
around the globe
and is committed to
working with States
and others towards the
adoption, ratification,
and implementation
of a comprehensive
Treaty to protect the
world’s ocean beyond
national jurisdiction.

13. Based on the recommendations from a Technical and Compliance Committee,
the CoP will take steps to ensure full compliance with the MPA’s management
plan and its associated measures.
14. In addition, the CoP may also adopt complementary measures in order to add
to or strengthen measures taken by IFBs guided by a process similar to the one
outlined above.
(See diagram on next page.)
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PROPOSAL
• Submitted by States Parties
• Identifies areas that meet the criteria in Article 16
• Includes the objectives and draft management
plan + proposed measures

Secretariat circulates proposal

CONSULTATION
Inclusive, transparent, time-bound consultations
with all stakeholders +
Scientific and Technical Body (STB)

IFBs invited to provide
timely response
(non-mandatory)

Proponents may revise proposal based on
inputs received
Pending
establishment of
the MPA, States
Parties may adopt
interim measures

STB reviews proposal + provides
recommendations to the CoP

CoP
CoP establishes the MPA with a management plan
+ measures

STATES PARTIES
• Implement directly on their vessels, nationals
and activities
• Are always allowed to adopt more stringent
measures for their vessels, nationals and
activities
• Promote complementary measures in IFBs to
which they are members
• Regularly monitor and report to the CoP on
implementation (IFBs urged to do the same)

SUBSIDIARY BODIES
• STB reviews implementation and may adjust
management plan + measures accordingly
• Compliance Committee provides
recommendations to the COP on progressive
steps to ensure full compliance with MPA and
management plan + measures

