THE HIDDEN NATURAL WONDERS OF THE WORLD
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process for the establishment and effective management of a network of
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seafloor between the north westernmost point of the Hawaiian Islands and the Kuril-Kamchatka Trench lies a chain
of more than 80 underwater mountains - the Emperor Seamounts. Nine of the peaks of the seamounts bear the
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The nutrient-rich waters of the Emperor Seamounts support vast biodiversity.
Tunas and whales swim above their summits, and the skies are filled with
seabirds. The world’s oldest known wild bird, an albatross named Wisdom, has
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below the waves too - a hugely varied array of cold-water corals have formed
most of the complex sea-floor habitats along the mountain chain, slowly growing
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on Earth - there are colonies on the Emperor Seamounts which date back an
astonishing 4,200 years. Among the deep-water habitats, diverse corals and
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shelter for countless fish species and a high number of invertebrates.
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In the North Pacific, the Emperor Seamounts are an artery of biodiversity cutting across the often featureless deep
sea. Scientists believe that these underwater mountains act like stepping stones for a multitude of marine animals,
with each unique seamount acting as a staging post that affects how species are distributed and allowing gene flow to
occur across vastly separated populations.
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1970s they provided the highest takes of any seamount fisheries in the world, with more than 200,000 tonnes of fish
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other industries. But deep-water trawling destroys the ecosystems it relies on: 19-29% of research images taken along
the Emperor Seamount range show trawling scars, with abandoned fishing gear often visible in vast areas of barren
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may take centuries to recover - if at all, unless and until bottom fishing stops completely. In addition, we are only just
000MOMOONmMO00MNO0ONOOD 000MNONODN 0MIMO0000MO0D000MO000NOMIMO MO M0MO00MIDNO0 0 000mom

0

There are still some active bottom fisheries in the international waters that make up
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but there is so much there worth saving that the benefits of current fishing practices
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for large swaths of the Emperor Seamount chain to be classified as vulnerable marine
ecosystems (VMEs) and ecologically and biologically significant areas (EBSAs), with
stringently careful fisheries management policies to match. The US has taken the
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The World Congress on Protected Areas and many others have called for the Emperor Seamounts to receive priority
protection. By permanently closing the area to fishing and establishing a high seas MPA through a new UN High Seas
000D 000000000000 00MON0O00 000MON 0D 000000000 M0 MO 0000000000 00000000 MINO0M00MO0MO000m
place is a global common, we can only effectively protect this area for ourselves and future generations through an
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